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TO SOLVE MATCHING HEADINGS WITH PARAGRAPHS 

QUESTIONS 

IELTS reading paper consists of questions which require students to match a list of headings with the 

correct paragraph or section of a passage. Such questions usually account for 6-7 marks for 1 passage. 

It’s very important to learn these strategies to answer such questions quickly and correctly. The 

passage may be divided into paragraphs or sections. Also note, sometimes matching heading 

questions are given before the passage on the question paper. With our tips & practise papers we 

are sure you’re going to enjoy solving such question and get correct answers. 

GUIDELINES TO SOLVE: 

1. To understand the global idea of the passage you need to know the main idea of each 

paragraph which will help in establishing connectivity and will make question solving easier. 

2. Familiarise yourself with the list of headings given in the question. 

3. Skim read the entire passage to get the overall meaning. 

4. Give suitable heading to the paragraphs for your-self understanding. 

5. Read the first paragraph, scan through the headings and decide which heading fits the best. 

6. Re-read the paragraph, choose that heading which summarises the entire paragraph. 

7. Repeat steps 5 and 6 to match the remaining paragraphs with their suitable headings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s look at the application of the above-mentioned guidelines 

for the following passage below.  
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Passage 1.1 
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    B 

   C 

   D 

   E 

   F 
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Read headings 1-7.There are 12 paragraphs given, A-L Match the headings correctly to the 

paragraphs mentioned in the given passage. The first 2 headings are matched with their 

respective paragraphs with explanation. 

     G 

    H 

     I 

     J 

    K 

     L 
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. 

 

 

 

Solved Examples: 

1. Statistical account of temperature rises due to carbon dioxide emissions. 

This heading suits perfectly for paragraph I. 

Statistical account refers to the values mentioned. Estimates are made that the 

temperatures would increase by 2-3 degree in this century leading to major problems that 

would amount for US$5,000 Billon. 

 

2. Exaggeration by the Environmental groups. 

This heading best summarises paragraph E. 

The word exaggeration means amplifying something more than required. As can be 

rightly seen in the paragraph the environmental groups overstate their arguments and it’s 

also proved with an example. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF HEADINGS: 

1. Statistical account of temperature rise due to carbon dioxide emissions. 

2. Exaggeration by the Environmental groups. 
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Practise Exercise 1.1 

Read headings 1-7. Match the headings 2-8 correctly with the paragraphs mentioned in the 

given passage. This passage has 12 paragraphs A-L. Choose the correct heading for 

paragraph A and E-J from the list of headings given below. Write the correct number, 1-8 

besides the paragraphs given in the questions. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i. Paragraph A  

ii. Paragraph F 

iii. Paragraph G 

iv. Paragraph H 

v. Paragraph J  

LIST OF HEADINGS: 

a) Statistical account of temperature rise due to carbon dioxide 

emissions. 

b) Exaggeration by the Environmental groups. 

c) Misleading the public with its newsprint items. 

d) Realisation of the threats posed towards Environment. 

e) Criticism faced by non-environmental groups. 

f) Lack of personal insight. 

g) The need to save environment. 

h) Expected statistical outcome of global warming. 
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Practice Exercise 1.2: Solve the given passage questions in 20 minutes 
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Practise Exercise 1.2: 

Read headings 1-7. Match the headings correctly to the paragraphs mentioned in the given 

passage. This passage has six paragraphs A-F. Choose the correct heading for paragraph A-F 

from the list of headings given below. Write the correct number, 1-9 besides the paragraphs 

given in the questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i. Paragraph A 

ii. Paragraph B 

iii. Paragraph C 

iv. Paragraph D 

v. Paragraph E 

vi. Paragraph F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF HEADINGS 

a) Predicting climatic changes. 

b) The relevance of the Little Ice Age today. 

c) How cities contribute to climate change. 

d) Human impact on climate 

e) How past climatic conditions can be determined 

f) A growing need for weather records 

g) A study covering a thousand years. 

h) People have always responded to climatic change. 

i) Enough food at last. 



 IELTS  Reading Strategies      
 

www.mentorsbaskets.com 
 

                                       ANSWER KEY

EXERCISE 1.1 

i. i 

ii. e 

iii. c 

iv. f 

v. h 

 

EXERCISE 1.2 

i. h 

ii. b 

iii. c 

iv. g 

v. i 

vi. d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To solve more practice tests and to improve your IELTS 

question solving skills subscribe at 
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